
Northwest District 
of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

 
May 18, 2022  

 
Attendees: Corrado Perugini (Bunker Hill Rep), Dave Brouillette (District Rep), Karen Puskas (Admin), Paul 
Maloney (District VP and Wolcott Rep), Dave Shannon (Litchfield),  Jay Zalewski (Pomperaug), Joe Abdella 
(Shepaug), Teresa Bilodeau (Terryville), Jen Lopez (Torrington), Curtis Wiles (Thomaston), Mindi Davidson 
(Watertown), Dan McGuirk (Woodbury/Bethlehem), Ricardo Schmidt (CT Impact), Lauren Janofsky 
(Brookfield), James Bishop (New Milford), Lauren Janofsky (Brookfield), Joe Abdella (Shepaug), Wesley 
Giebeking (Highlander), Jay Zalewski (Pomperaug). 

 
Not in Attendance: Sherman, Northwest United, New Fairfield, Winchester United, Danbury. 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:41pm. 

 
Minutes: Curtis Wiles from Thomaston made a motion to approve the minutes from March 2022’s 
meeting and  Teresa Bilodeau from Terryville seconded the motion. All approved, the motion passed.   

 
Registrar Report:  Scott reported spring season has gone well with very little issues and many of the clubs 
have worked through the mechanics of double rostering.  The only challenge he has was the contacts listed in 
several clubs affiliation forms are incorrect and not up to date so therefore causing a delay in resolving little 
problems.  He asked to make sure your affiliations are always up to date as we reference this list often.. 
 
Treasurer Report:  Karen reported that the District currently has about 46,601 in the bank.  Nothing 
unusual and clubs have been paying their fees in a timely fashion. 
 
League:  Rich has dealt with a couple forfeits but that is it. 
 
Referees:  John has nothing to report. 
 
State:  Paul reported about how the state was trying to make 18 year old players eligible a month before their 
birthday to take the SafeSport exam so they can continue to play if on a U19 team.  Paul also reported that 
CJSA will now charge $100 to clubs who want to sponsor a tournament through them.  Clubs use CJSA for 
insurance purposes so this would cover some of the paperwork involved in tournament management.   
 
All Star Game:  New Milford will once again be hosting.  The date will be June 4th  with girls game at 5 pm 
and boys game at 8pm.  New Milford has been doing all the prep work and contacting teams to nominate 
players.  There will be a concession on site too. 
 
District Rules for U15 leagues:  Dave reviewed the district rules pertaining to eligible players for U15 
teams.  Eligible U15 players who are a freshman in high school CAN’T play on a district U15 team.  The 
highest grade a U15 player can be in is in 8th grade.  The district has received information that this rule is 



being abused and not followed so upon further investigation, it was found that a club was not following the 
rules.  All games played prior to the club changing their roster per the district have been declared losses.  The 
results section on the website will reflect the change. 
 
U7 Stack Issue with Rostering Players in Comp Travel:  It was brought to the district’s attention that U7 
players were kicked off U9 rosters that had been previously approved in the spring.  Scott couldn’t 
understand why and brought it to CJSA’s attention and then Stack.  Apparently CJSA made some changes in 
the system that caused it to kick out U7 players for comp.  CJSA is meeting today to remedy the situation so 
it can be fixed before fall. 
 
Referee Assignor Responsibilities:  The district has received numerous complaints about games being 
played with a center ref only and no AR’s.  The district has reiterated that a game needs to be played with at 
least one official center that is at least 2 years older than the age they are officiating and if no official AR’s, 
an adult from each team will be assigned to the sidelines to call out of bounds and retrieve balls. 
 
The district also wanted to remind clubs that coaches are responsible for their parent’s behavior and they 
need to keep them in control and not become abusive with the referees.  Teams that experience poor bad 
behavior as for mentioned will see the coach of the team suspended for at least one game. The district will be 
looking at different ways to help monitor this in the future and assist the referees from being abused and 
games becoming out of control.  Dave asked the clubs to think about the issue and come back to the next 
meeting with some solutions we can talk about. 
 
District Residency Rules:  The district reminded clubs of the rule in place for travel players.  This rule can 
be referenced on page 15 on the team handbook.  All players on classic travel teams must reside in the 
community their club represents.  Exceptions are noted in the handbook where a club doesn’t offer a team in 
the age group and space is available on another club team.  Currently, teams are allowed to roster up to 2 
non-resident players on each team.  The district asks clubs to be aware of the residency rule and abide by it. 
 
By-laws and adjustments:  Paul has reviewed the district by-laws which have not been updated since 2006.  
Three items come to his attention that need to be updated: 

1. Need to add the U15 leagues as currently the by-laws state the district only goes up to U14. 
2. Need to add the game day roster limits for U9-U12 and max roster capacity to 22. 
3. Need to change the number of meetings the district meets per year and adjust attendance to attending 

at least 5 of the 6 meetings. 
We look to vote on this at the June meeting.  Paul asked all to review the by-laws and if they see anything that 
needs updating or changing, to bring it to the board’s attention. 
 
Spring 2022 championship pick ups:  Paul reminded all clubs if they win a championship this spring to 
coordinate with Karen to pick up items in a timely fashion over the summer. 
 
Fall 2022 Important Dates: 

1. Team registration to open July 15th and run through August 8th. 
2. Late registration will run August 9th – August 12th. 
3. District meeting and league scheduling meeting will be Wednesday, August 17th 



4. Coaches meeting will be Wednesday, August 31st. 
5. Fall season will run from September 10th – November 20th.  Off Columbus Day Weekend. 

 
Meeting adjourned 8:50 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Karen Puskas 
 


